
Program Evaluation System

Title: A&S Fall 2017 Standard Evaluation Dates: 12/04/2017 - 12/14/2017

Course: POLSW1211_007_2017_3/INTRO TO AMERICAN POL DISC Responses: 5/19 -  26.32%
Instructors: Viviana Rivera-Burgos

Enrollment of All Students: 19 

Number of Participants: 19

Graph Course Questions

What percentage of the work (including 
reading) assigned for this course did you 
complete on schedule?

N=5

This question is not 
applicable

0 (0%) 1

Some 0 (0%) 2

Most 3 (60%) 3

All or almost all 2 (40%) 4

Median 3 Interpolated Median 3.33 Mean 3.40 Std Dev 0.55

1

What is your overall assessment of the 
course?

N=5

Poor 0 (0%) 1

Fair 0 (0%) 2

Good 1 (20%) 3

Very good 3 (60%) 4

Excellent 1 (20%) 5

Median 4 Interpolated Median 4.00 Mean 4.00 Std Dev 0.71

2

Would you recommend this course to 
another student?

N=5

Definitely not 
recommend

0 (0%) 1

Probably not 
recommend

1 (20%) 2

I’m not sure I’d 
recommend

0 (0%) 3

Yes, probably 
recommend

2 (40%) 4

Yes, definitely 
recommend

2 (40%) 5

Median 4 Interpolated Median 4.25 Mean 4.00 Std Dev 1.22

3

How does the workload in this course 
compare to Columbia courses with a 
similar structure (e.g. a lecture, seminar, 
laboratory, or language course)?

N=5

No basis for 
comparison

0 (0%) 1

Much lighter 
workload

0 (0%) 2

Lighter workload 1 (20%) 3

Similar workload 4 (80%) 4

Heavier workload 0 (0%) 5

Much heavier 
workload

0 (0%) 6

Median 4 Interpolated Median 3.88 Mean 3.80 Std Dev 0.45

4
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Comments Course Questions

What did you learn - in terms of knowledge, skills, or perspectives - in this course?Q1

This discussion section allowed students to better understand the material being taught during lecture and 

within the textbooks.

-

I learned a lot of the calculus 1 material.-

The foundations of the American political system-

I learnt very straight-forward introductory concepts of American politics, such as collective action problems, 

federalism, separation of powers, public opinion, political parties, interest groups, etc.

-

We went over the important readings and learned how to approach them.-

What is your overall assessment of the course? What are its strengths? In what ways might 
it be improved? In answering this question, you might address the value of readings and 
assignments, the structure of the course (including the relationship of sections to lectures), 
the contribution of the course to your knowledge of the subject matter and to the 
development of your analytical and reasoning skills, etc. We encourage you to use specific 
examples where possible.

Q2

The professor was often not clear and not always the best at explaining things. However he wanted us to do 

well and tried to help out when he could.

-

This course is a fundamental class to get started with politics and is open to any types of major. The workload 

is not that heavy (no papers, no home assignments) and three exams compose the final grade.

-

Great discussion group, very helpful-

This recitation was more engaging than any of my other discussion sessions. Viviana was a spectacular TA-- 

she aided us in the development of our analytical and speaking skills and would consistently present us with 

more advanced topics in political science that went beyond the lectures. This allowed students to be more 

prepared for exams and for future courses in political science.

-

Viviana is a very clear TA who spends time on the important material. There were a few times, though, where 

we didn't finish the material necessary.

-

How many hours a week did you devote to this course? (Note: Please include all time spent 
on this class including class time, discussion sections, readings, assignments, studying, etc.)

Q3

8-10-

5-
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Comments Course Questions

I devoted approximately 2 hours a week to this recitation section.-

About 8 per week (3 in class, 5 at home)-
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What is your overall assessment of the 
effectiveness of the instructor?

N=5

Poor 0 (0%) 1

Fair 0 (0%) 2

Good 1 (20%) 3

Very good 3 (60%) 4

Excellent 1 (20%) 5

Median 4 Std Dev 0.71Interpolated Median 4.00Mean 4.00

1
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Please evaluate your faculty instructor. What are the instructor’s strengths? In what ways 
might his or her teaching be improved? In answering this question, you might address the 
clarity of the lectures or presentations and their relationship to the other elements of the 
course, the ability of the instructor to generate enthusiasm and facilitate discussion, the 
quality of feedback, availability, the timeliness of the return of assignments, etc.

Q1

She is a clear lecturer who caters towards the needs of the class and spends time answering the important 

questions.

-

Viviana is a very good TA who explains with clarity the complex concepts of U.S. politics (polarization, 

filibustering, selection bias in polls, etc.)

-

He was friendly and wanted us to do well but he often wasn't clear.-

Very good-

Viviana was an amazing TA-- engaging, approachable, and immensely helpful. She taught us the required 

material as well as material beyond what was discussed in lecture and in the readings and textbook. Overall, she 

encouraged discussion and fostered an environment that was conducive of open conversation regarding course 

material.

-


