
Program Evaluation System

Title: A&S Standard Course Evaluation Dates: 12/07/2015 - 12/16/2015

Course: POLSW3260_001_2015_3/LATINO POLITICAL EXPERIENCE Responses: 16/23 -  69.57%

Instructors: Rodolfo De La Garza

Enrollment of All Students: 23 

Number of Participants: 23

Graph Course Questions

What percentage of the work (including 

reading) assigned for this course did you 

complete on schedule?

N=16

This question is not 

applicable

0 (0%) 1

Some 8 (50%) 2

Most 3 (19%) 3

All or almost all 5 (31%) 4

Median 2.5 Interpolated Median 2.50 Mean 2.81 Std Dev 0.91

1

What is your overall assessment of the 

course?

N=16

Poor 1 (6%) 1

Fair 2 (13%) 2

Good 3 (19%) 3

Very good 8 (50%) 4

Excellent 2 (13%) 5

Median 4 Interpolated Median 3.75 Mean 3.50 Std Dev 1.10

2

Would you recommend this course to 

another student?

N=16

Definitely not 

recommend

1 (6%) 1

Probably not 

recommend

0 (0%) 2

I’m not sure I’d 

recommend

1 (6%) 3

Yes, probably 

recommend

11 (69%) 4

Yes, definitely 

recommend

3 (19%) 5

Median 4 Interpolated Median 4.05 Mean 3.94 Std Dev 0.93

3

How does the workload in this course 

compare to Columbia courses with a 

similar structure (e.g. a lecture, seminar, 

laboratory, or language course)?

N=16

No basis for 

comparison

0 (0%) 1

Much lighter workload 0 (0%) 2

Lighter workload 5 (31%) 3

Similar workload 11 (69%) 4

Heavier workload 0 (0%) 5

Much heavier workload 0 (0%) 6

Median 4 Interpolated Median 3.77 Mean 3.69 Std Dev 0.48

4
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Comments Course Questions

What did you learn - in terms of knowledge, skills, or perspectives - in this course?Q1

Honestly, I take race classes at Columbia because they are very predictable and easy to snag a solid grade in. 

When you've taken one you've essentially taken them all it seems. All I do is grab a couple data points (having 

skimmed 1/3 of the reading) and use it to back all of the victimization rhetoric that these teachers love and 

take my A or B.

-

Latino political integration in the U.S. Their Americanization and acceptance in politics, culture, and nationally.-

I learned about Latino Americans in the US and what role they play in our political environment.-

I learned about immigrant experiences and certain legislation and movements that made an essential 

difference to immigrants in American History.

-

Latino political identity-

I got a better grasp (from Professor De La Garza's perspective) on Latino politics in the United States- 

basically how Latino people interact with the US political environment.

-

I learned about latino politics-

I learned about the history of Latinos in America and their political place in America, as well as their influence 

on the US.

-

I learned about the experience of politics and immigration of Latinos-

I learned some valuable information about the formation of an ethnicity and race.  Additionally, the 

information regarding the history of immigration policy was informative. However, a lot of the information was 

redundantly presented.  For a whole semester, it didn't feel like we learned enough.

-

What Latino identity includes and how their growing presence in the US may affect elections-

I learned a lot about the Latino political experience and their effect in politics as well as their assimilation into 

American culture.

-

What is your overall assessment of the course? What are its strengths? In what ways might 

it be improved? In answering this question, you might address the value of readings and 

assignments, the structure of the course (including the relationship of sections to lectures), 

the contribution of the course to your knowledge of the subject matter and to the 

development of your analytical and reasoning skills, etc. We encourage you to use specific 

examples where possible.

Q2

It could use more support.  just having a midterm and final makes it stressful.-
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I think the course was a really great one. I learned a lot about the immigrant and Latino experiment without 

having a ridiculous amount of work. It is not necessary for a professor to make a course super difficult and 

time consuming in order for you to learn something. It was not the best course I have taken at Columbia, but 

it was still a good course.

-

Not a terribly difficult course. Could be improved by less reading material!-

I felt that the course was largely a waste of time because of the extremely small amount of information that 

was discussed.  The class often ran up to 40 minutes short.  Additionally, a large portion of the presented 

material was from working papers of the professor, rather than using published material from other authors.

-

This course is essential to gaining a Latino perspective on politics.-

The course exposed my to Professor De La Garza's thought process in terms of Latino Politics.  The course 

could be improved by clearer instructions for the midterm and final and more time on the take-home final.

-

It is exactly what I expect from and love about Columbia race classes- easy A. I fully support continuing easy 

A classes and wish there were more. My only regret is I did not know earlier on that race classes are so easy.

-

I don't the the readings chosen for class were the strongest. I found that there was a lot or repetition between 

the books that made information redundant. lecture was more helpful than readings. I think discussion section 

should be mandatory.

-

THe course was great and defintiely a useful course with upcoming political shifts in the US.-

The reading assignments, while important and good reading, were unclear. I wasn't always sure what reading 

was going to be for what day. This could have been improved. I also would have liked to be able to study from 

the slides at home. Although I went to class and took notes, sometimes my notes were messy or the slides 

had gone too fast to write it all down.

-

The course was an interesting subject matter but I wish it was more straightforward and organized in terms of 

what information was required and implemented rather than giving an impossible amount of reading one 

week, and 20 pages the next.

-

Please qualify your recommendations if you wish:Q3

If you need to fill an American politics requirement, this class is manageable and an interesting topic.-

It wasn't a ton of required work, however the grading was difficult.  Expectations also were not very 

straightforward

-

Great class and great professor...why not recommend?-
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As I said, easy A's are dying at Columbia and this upsets me.-

NA-

How many hours a week did you devote to this course? (Note: Please include all time spent 

on this class including class time, discussion sections, readings, assignments, studying, etc.)

Q4

2-3-

~5 hours a week.-

The course has a lighter workload because there generally is not a check to see if you have done the reading 

week to week apart from the optional session with the TA.  There is a lot of pressure/reading to do around the 

midterm and final exam because during the semester, it's unclear what will appear on the midterm or final due 

to lecture disorganization.

-

Not many.-

4-5 hours-

4-

Not too bad, I dedicated about 10 hours with readings.-

6-

It can be a lot of hours because there is a lot of reading, but if you attend class, take notes, and focus, the 

readings are not necessary to succeed. Because of that, I did not spend that many weekly hours on the course 

besides class time and reviewing my notes.

-

About four hours a week.-
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What is your overall assessment of the 

effectiveness of the teaching assistant?

N=16

No basis for 

comment

0 (0%) 1

Poor 0 (0%) 2

Fair 1 (6%) 3

Good 0 (0%) 4

Very Good 9 (56%) 5

Excellent 6 (38%) 6

Median 5 Std Dev 0.77Interpolated Median 5.28 Mean 5.25

1
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What are the strengths and weaknesses of your teaching assistant (discussion section 

leader, lab section leader, grader, or other assistant) as an instructor, and how might his or 

her teaching be improved?

Q1

She was great! She helped a lot and was always available to talk beyond class and discussion.-

Viviana knew her stuff but unfortunately sometimes the material was a bit overwhelming overall she was great 

at being there for us and helping us if we needed it.

-

Very approachable.  Explained the readings very well.-

I couldn't say, I could not go to the TA sessions because my job interfered. Really appreciated that the 

sessions were not mandatory because I would not have been able to go.

-

Our TA was very helpful and easily available.-

She was great at answering questions and lecturing about the material during discussion section. Even when 

students didn't do all the reading ahead of time she was great at finding a way to engage students in the topic 

of discussion.

-

Stresses what we need to know in the books.-

Vivian was an essential part of the class! She clarified what the professor said during lecture and was 

tremendously helpful.

-

I very much enjoyed having Viviana as my TA this semester.  She was very approachable and was extremely 

mindful of our busy lives as students- she was very flexible and always willing to answer question.

One area of improvement might be helping the professor to provide more clear instructions for midterm and 

final assignments that she will be helping grade.

-

Viviana was along for the ride, often taking on more responsibility that was thrown on her when she wasn't 

necessarily expecting it.  She was great and very helpful.

-

Viviana was an excellent TA. She always seemed like she had a tight schedule but was always willing to work 

with anyone if they needed that.

-

Strengths: productive discussion classes, makes students comfortable/ willing to ask questions

Weaknesses: NA

-

Viviana was helpful, however, she was very unenthusiastic about conducting sections and was unreceptive to 

additional questions regarding the course materia.

-

The TA was very helpful.-
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