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Graph Course Questions

What percentage of the work (including 
reading) assigned for this course did you 
complete on schedule?

N=45

This question is not 
applicable

0 (0%) 1

Some 12 (27%) 2

Most 18 (40%) 3

All or almost all 15 (33%) 4

Median 3 Interpolated Median 3.08 Mean 3.07 Std Dev 0.78

1

What is your overall assessment of the 
course?

N=45

Poor 0 (0%) 1

Fair 1 (2%) 2

Good 12 (27%) 3

Very good 12 (27%) 4

Excellent 20 (44%) 5

Median 4 Interpolated Median 4.29 Mean 4.13 Std Dev 0.89

2

Would you recommend this course to 
another student?

N=45

Definitely not 
recommend

0 (0%) 1

Probably not 
recommend

0 (0%) 2

I’m not sure I’d 
recommend

2 (4%) 3

Yes, probably 
recommend

16 (36%) 4

Yes, definitely 
recommend

27 (60%) 5

Median 5 Interpolated Median 4.67 Mean 4.56 Std Dev 0.59

3

How does the workload in this course 
compare to Columbia courses with a 
similar structure (e.g. a lecture, seminar, 
laboratory, or language course)?

N=45

No basis for 
comparison

0 (0%) 1

Much lighter 
workload

0 (0%) 2

Lighter workload 11 (24%) 3

Similar workload 30 (67%) 4

Heavier workload 3 (7%) 5

Much heavier 
workload

1 (2%) 6

Median 4 Interpolated Median 3.88 Mean 3.87 Std Dev 0.63

4
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Comments Course Questions

What did you learn - in terms of knowledge, skills, or perspectives - in this course?Q1

I learned a lot about the changing demographics of the US. The course taught about the history of ethno-racial 

minorities in the US, and the changes in their socioeconomic statuses. It also taught about the conflict 

between the White majorities and the colored minorities, and how racism is still persistent in the US. It made 

me think deeply about how to achieve racial equality in the future, and I thought this course was very 

meaningful.

-

This was the first political science class I had taken, and really enjoyed learning about the technical side of 

politics.

-

I learned so much! We talked about a variety of components regarding Race & Ethnicity in America, including 

ethnoracial identities and the limitations to race relations development since the Civil Rights Act. I really 

enjoyed it.

-

This course is amazing. As an US immigrant I think I have received the most benefit. 

- American History

- Improved my argumentative skills 

- White supremacy 

- Importance of political participation in minorities 

and a lot more!

-

I definitely have a better awareness of the issues faced by ethnoracial minorities in the US.-

Learned how to write an issue brief, how to approach race and ethnicity as subjective constructs, learned how 

these constructs have evolved in American politics over time

-

This course opened my eyes to issues of race and ethnicity in America of which I was previously unaware, and 

it also gave me a new perspective on the true meaning of race and ethnicity.

-

How to brake down race and ethnicity and how they have played important factors in different spheres in 

American politics throughout time

-

I learned more about the current and past political issues surrounding race and ethnicity in the US.-

I thought this course was excellent in providing better ways to understand and discuss race and ethnicity in 

the US. It was very practical and I felt exposed to better data and frameworks of explanation.

-

I became aware of the framework of race and ethnicity and the political forces that work against/for these 

frameworks.

-

The structures and systems in place that enable some to participate and disenfranchise others from engaging 

with the political system in America.

-
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I got a greater insight into the racial make up of america and the political system-

I learned methods used for analyzing race and ethnicity-

Ways of thinking about race-

This course provided a very broad survey into race and ethnicity in American politics, divided into three parts: 

ethnoracial identities in the U.S., political participation, and public policy. It also applied concepts of collective 

action problems regarding political participation and protest politics to specific ethnoracial contexts in the U.S.

-

about the problems with race and ethnicity in the USA and how the issues have evolved over time.-

Learned how to look at politics and political participation through a race/ethnicity lens and how different 

groups participate and what barriers there are for them

-

The effects that Race and Ethnicity has played in shaping our modern day government and laws.-

I learned about classification of ethnoracial minorities and theories and concepts relating to minorities, political 

participation and political processes, and civil rights and public policy issues.

-

Gained a lot of knowledge about the course material which is very relevant to current issues -- increased my 

vocabulary and capability of speaking on such issues

-

about historical and current racial issues-

I learned about the multitude of ways in which race and ethnicity function in the american political sphere.-

I learned about an America that has a lot of issues yet to be solved, especially for minority groups.-

I learned about the current state of affairs in the United States as it pertains to the importance of race in 

policy-making and general politics.

-

I learned a lot about race relations and american politics and demographics.-

I learned about the various minority groups and their movements in US politics.-

About race and ethnicity: how they are categorized, the history of legislation, and the way they function in 

modern society today.

-

Despite being a class with an interestingly broad topic, I don't feel like I learned in any depth about race and 

ethnicity in American politics.

-
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What is your overall assessment of the course? What are its strengths? In what ways might 
it be improved? In answering this question, you might address the value of readings and 
assignments, the structure of the course (including the relationship of sections to lectures), 
the contribution of the course to your knowledge of the subject matter and to the 
development of your analytical and reasoning skills, etc. We encourage you to use specific 
examples where possible.

Q2

I loved this course. The readings were very interesting and added a lot to my understanding of the topics 

covered.

-

GGreat! It was a bit simplistic, but I learned more about those base line topics which is important I think.-

This course definitely provided the background and base I was seeking regarding race and American politics. 

The lectures are well organized and have clear takeaways. Throughout the course of the semester, there were 

3 recitation sections with the TAs, but I wish there were more chances to interact with them since we were not 

allowed to consult with them during the 3 main assignments of the semester.

-

I thought the course was highly informative, and it was able to achieve this even with a very manageable 

amount of coursework. I especially liked that there were no in-class exams, and that all exams were in the 

form of take home essays. The lectures and readings paralleled well, but in all honesty I do not think that the 

lectures were necessary to attend based on what was asked in exams. Furthermore, I felt that the exams were 

fair and did not require much outside research if any. I do feel like I learned a lot in this course, and would 

definitely recommend it to another student.

-

I enjoyed the course. The material was all very interesting and relevant to the course. The take-home exams 

were not only easy to work with but also very interesting for the class. I really enjoyed it overall.

-

This course provides a solid overview of ethnoracial politics in the U.S. and covers a lot of material. However, I 

felt like it really only grazed the surface. The implications of racial issues in the U.S. are extremely important, 

but I feel like we only covered the facts of what is going on in the U.S. rather than interrogating them more 

deeply. The course itself is not difficult: 3 take-home essay exams, an issue brief (max 750 words), and a 

couple discussion posts (no final!). The readings were not always lined up with the discussion for the week, 

and they were not referenced that often in class, so they seemed more like an addendum to the lectures 

rather than being complementary. I feel like this course would benefit from a discussion section, seems a lot 

of these issues require further interrogation.

-

This course is an extremely eye-opening curse that I feel is imperative for Columbia students to take. It is 

relevant, important, and definitely reflects Columbia's goal to diversify the education they provide to us.

-

The readings could be made much more concise and still cover a lot of the information we spend days talking 

about in lecture. It would also be helpful to spend more time in lectures talking about models, rather than 

statistics.

-
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I enjoyed this course. I cannot think of any improvement other than I would have liked to talk more about 

Trump, but I assume current political phenomenon are always of interest.

-

Could be improved by incorporating different styles of readings, mostly it was census or statistical analysis 

based.

-

This course was very good. It taught underlying themes of the U.S. political history and brought to light some 

harsh truths about race relations. I think every student, or at least every Political Science major, should take 

this course and should be a part of the Core, as it teaches a different history and has more relevant and 

thought provoking assignments than many other courses that I have taken.

-

n/a-

The subject matter of the course is very interesting. I wish more time was taken for current events, though. 

Race is still a huge issue in America so I wish the class focused on recent issues in more ways than the last 

forum post. Additionally, there are more readings than necessary. I read around 2/3 of the required readings 

and felt I had a grasp on the subject matter. If the professor wants us to read all of the course materials, I 

wish he would integrate them more into our lectures.

-

I think the course was great. I learned a lot and enjoyed what I was learning.-

As I said before, I think it is an extremely practical course. In a university and a department that is heavy on 

theory, I thought it was a nice change of pace and it challenged me in different ways than a lot of other 

political science courses.

-

I loved this course especially because we spoke about the current election. It's important to look at politics in 

this country through a race/ethnicity lens and this course allowed me the tools/history to do so

-

good, very interesting and relevant and fair amount of work. i thoroughly enjoyed the class.-

I think the course is a very good overview of the various minority groups of the US and their movements.-

Again, 

Use of courseworks other than just for discussion board. It would be helpful if they post our grades and class 

main points so one can go back and look at them is needed.

-

I thought the course was great and I am happy i took it.-

This course was excellent. Although I took this course to fulfill my major requirement, it made me think a lot 

about future of my study. As the course dealt with ethno-racial minorities and their difficulties, it related to my 

experience in the US and made me think more deeply about what it means to be a minority in the US and 

what is necessary to improve the living standard.

-
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It's way too general.  Most of the stuff we went over I learned in high school.  Attending lecture was not 

necessary at all to get a good grade.  Also a lot of the readings were redundant.

-

I really enjoyed this course and felt that I left with a very good over view of how race relations in the US have 

changed over the last century.

-

The class was very engaging, but I think the subject matter at time felt too broad to go into depth. I thought 

the essay assignments were engaging and very fair and made good use of the lectures and readings while still 

encouraging creativity.

-

Please qualify your recommendations if you wish:Q3

It's pretty easy and relatively interesting-

Lectures were always interesting and I never felt overwhelmed with work-

I highly highly recommend this class.-

if anything, it is an interesting course due to the topic which is so relevant today in the USA-

It was good but I am not sure if I learned A TON-

Loved the structure (3 take home exam essays) and thought that the workload was very manageable while 

also being highly informative. Also, I did not find the class to be dull, and rather enjoyed doing the readings.

-

This class is extremely eye-opening to the current state of race relations.-

Great course especially as an introductory Political Science course! I highly recommend it.-

Overall very fulfilling and interesting.-

How many hours a week did you devote to this course? (Note: Please include all time spent 
on this class including class time, discussion sections, readings, assignments, studying, etc.)

Q4

4, not many assignments. Every few weeks you will have a forum post or essay, but these are very 

manageable. You don't have to do all of the required reading to succeed (as long as you are smart as to which 

readings to prioritize).

-

maybe 4, including class time-

I didn't think the readings for this course were terribly time consuming, so I would say I didn't spend as many 

out of class hours on this class compared to other polisci classes.

-
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6-

6-

5-6 hours-

About 6 hours a week on readings. Regarding the mid-term essays, it took a really long time to think about 

the thesis.

-

5-

6-

5 hours on average-

10-

6-

4 hrs-

This varied a lot. It would go from 1 to 4 to 8 based on the week!-

6-

5 hours a week-

6-

4-5 hours (5-7 when we had essays due)-
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TA Graph Report for: Viviana Rivera-Burgos

What is your overall assessment of the 
effectiveness of the teaching assistant?

N=27

No basis for 
comment

0 (0%) 1

Poor 0 (0%) 2

Fair 0 (0%) 3

Good 4 (15%) 4

Very Good 11 (41%) 5

Excellent 12 (44%) 6

Median 5 Std Dev 0.72Interpolated Median 5.36Mean 5.30

1
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What are the strengths and weaknesses of your teaching assistant (discussion section 
leader, lab section leader, grader, or other assistant) as an instructor, and how might his or 
her teaching be improved?

Q1

I think that she was very nice.-

Very clear feedback on forum postings. Helpful to speak to in person. A bit of a harsh grader on essays. I 

always did better on essays graded by the other TA.

-

Provided good, thoughtful group feedback, and did a good job facilitating discussion in the sections I had with 

her.

-

Viviana is very flexible and open to meet. At times, her feedback were not so clear.-

Both are intelligent and offer detailed criticisms of the work they grade.-

She was a good orator, but had a hard time engaging with the students.-

I don't have any complaints about the TAs. I felt that they were both fair graders and were good at creating 

conversation.

-

Viviana was not the best at facilitating discussion. She was very knowledgable and understanding.-

Viviana was a great discussion section leader. She truly cared about students, she was a fair grader, and she 

provided effective feedback.

-

Love her! Gave great feedback of essays and whenever I asked her questions she was very accesible and 

friendly.

-

My written work received a good grade, but hardly any constructive comments-

Viviana was very helpful in this class. She made herself available to meet very easily for students and gave 

good feedback after grading papers. She also helped clarify assignments and lessons in class.

-

She's very kind and accommodating -- something that I wish more TAs could be. It is very nice when you feel 

comforted by a TA instead of afraid of them and Viviana gave the perfect impression

-

She was very nice, knowledgable, and helpful.-

Viviana was a very helpful TA. She responded quickly to all of my questions, and her personal experience and 

explanation regarding graduate school was meaningful.

-

I really appreciated Viviana. She went out of her way to be helpful for me, and also took interest in my 

interests. For this reason I felt that I learned so much from her, and was engaged in our shared dialogue about 

different topics. I really appreciated all of her efforts and time.

-
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